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CANADIAN FORCES COLLEGE 2016-17

NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMME

CF579 – CRITICAL THINKING AND WRITING IN A CANADIAN CONTEXT
Instructor(s): 
Dr. Adam Chapnick
Office: DeWolf 314
Office Phone: 416-482-6800, ext. 6853
Office Email: chapnick@cfc.dnd.ca
Texts: All readings for this course are drawn from the DS 572 reading list.  BINDER therefore refers to the DS 572 binder.  Participants are expected to complete all of the readings prior to each session.   
Schedule:  Five lecture-discussions during international student orientation followed by a weekly class.
Course Description: This course provides international students with a rigorous introduction to critical thinking and writing in a Canadian context.  After a series of introductory lecture-discussions (which will be open to all international students at the Canadian Forces College), the remaining classes will be taught as seminars.
Teaching / Assessment Strategy: The first four lecture-discussions will be three and one half hours long including a thirty minute coffee break.  All of the subsequent sessions will be one and one half hours long.  The format will be interactive with a heavy emphasis on peer support and feedback.  The course will be assessed on a complete/incomplete basis.  Participants must complete all of the designated assignments at a satisfactory level in order to complete the course.
Deliverables:  This is a writing intensive course that will support the student experience in DS572.  There will be one primary style of deliverable:  

Analytical summaries will be 250-500 words long and based on a single assigned reading.  They will include a thesis statement, which assesses the effectiveness of the author’s argument.  They will comment on: 


· the quality and development of the argument; and 
· the quality and matery of the evidence used to support the argument. 
They will be written in sentences and paragraphs.  For more detail on how to complete the analytical summaries, please consult the course outline for DS572 (page 3) as it relates to seminar participation.
In addition to submitting these summaries for instructor feedback, participants will be expected to present very brief summaries of their conclusions during the weekly discussions.
For more detail on specific weekly expectations, see the individual session descriptions.
Related Courses and Activities: This course is designed to be taken in conjunction with DS572: Canadian Government and Decision-Making in a Strategic Context.
Course Schedule:
5 August 2016
Session 1: Canadian History: Ten Events that Shaped the Country 
This lecture-discussion will outline some of the most prominent themes in Canadian history by reviewing ten critical events that have shaped the country.  The discussion that follows will combine responses to the arguments from the lecture with comparisons to the participants’ experiences in their home countries.
8 August 2016
Session 2: Canada’s Military Past
This lecture-discussion will outline some of the most prominent themes in Canadian military history by reviewing a series of critical events that have shaped the country.  The discussion that follows will combine responses to the arguments from the lecture with comparisons to the participants’ experiences in their home countries.
9 August 2016
Session 3: The Canadian Political System
This lecture-discussion will introduce participants to the way that Canada is governed at the federal level and explore some of the challenges and controversies associated with the state of the Canadian political system today.  The discussion that follows will combine responses to the comments from the lecture with comparisons to the participants’ experiences in their home countries.

10 August 2016
Session 4: The Canadian Social Fabric 
This lecture-discussion will outline some of the demographic challenges and realities that face Canada today with special attention being paid to the impact of immigration and efforts to integrate members of visible minorities into the social fabric of the country.  The discussion that follows will combine responses to the observations from the lecture with comparisons to the participants’ experiences in their home countries.

11 August 2016
Session 5: Canadian Politics Today
In this session, the participants will investigate the most pressing issues in Canadian politics and foreign policy as they are portrayed in widely circulated Canadian newspapers.  Prior to the class, the participants will (collectively) read the front sections of the previous day’s (or week’s) The Globe and Mail, Hill Times, National Post and Toronto Star.  In their syndicate, they will, again collectively, select the most significant story in each paper as it relates to the themes of their CFC programs. 

A short plenary session will follow.  
***
After the first five sessions, CF579 will become exclusive to the NSP.
19 August 2016
Session 6: Fundamentals 1
This seminar is designed to assess the competency of the participants as well as to begin to acclimatize them to the standard approach to critical thinking and writing in a Canadian, graduate-level context.  Students will discuss the assigned readings as well as their experiences completing the first written deliverable.
Deliverable: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250-500 word analytical summary of any one of the required readings for session 1 of DS572.    Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion
Required
· Trudeau, Justin.  Common Ground.  Toronto: HarperCollins, 2014, 14-17; 107; 161-164; 188-195; 216-222; 234-236; 278-284. [binder]

· Liberal Party of Canada.  The Liberal Party of Canada’s Vision, Mission, Values, and Principles.  2012.  Also available in French. [link]

· Liberty Party of Canada.  Constitution. 2014.  Read Preamble. (page 1).  Also available in French. [link]

NOTE: This reading list was prepared before the Liberal Party’s most recent biannual convention which is set to make changes to the Constitution.  Although the preamble is unlikely to change, please make sure that you are reading the most recent (likely 2016) version of the Constitution.
· Conservative Party of Canada. Constitution. 2013. Read Section 2: Principles. (pages 1-3). Also available in French. (pages 2-3). [link] 

· Governor General of Canada.  Speech from the Throne. 4 December 2015.  Pay close attention to the section on Security and Opportunity. Also available in French. Also available on video. [link]

· Dion, Stéphane.  “On ‘Responsible Conviction’ and Liberal Foreign Policy.” macleans.ca, 29 March 2016. [link]
· Marland, Alex.  “Preface: Branding, Message Control, and Sunny Ways.” In Brand Command: Canadian Politics and Democracy in the Age of Message Control.  Vancouver and Toronto: UBC Press, 2016, xiii-xxiv. [binder]

29 August 2016
Session 7: Fundamentals 2 
This seminar builds on session 6 by allowing participants to apply what they learned 

during the previous session.  
Deliverable: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250- to 500-word analytical summary of any one of the required readings from session 2 of DS572.    Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion.
Required

· Hillier, Rick. “First Year on the Job.” Chapter 17 in A Soldier First: Bullets, Bureaucrats, and the Politics of War. Toronto: HarperCollins, 2009, 341-347, 422-427. [binder]
· Graham, Bill.  The Call of the World: A Political Memoir.  Vancouver and Toronto: On Point Press, 2016, 388-392. [binder]
· Bercuson, David, and J.L. Granatstein, with Nancy Pearson Mackie. Lessons Learned: What Canada Should Learn from Afghanistan. Calgary: Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Institute, 2011, 6-9. [link]

· Gammer, Nicholas. “The Afghanistan Task Force and Prime Ministerial Leadership: Tactical retreat or a new direction in managing Canadian foreign policy?” American Review of Canadian Studies 43, no. 4 (December 2013): 462-476. [link]
· Leprince, Caroline. “The Canadian-led Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team: A Success Story?” International Journal 68, no. 2 (June 2013): 359-377. [link]

· Alexander, Brendan. “Explaining Collaboration Failures in Canada’s Mission in Afghanistan.” Canadian Military Journal 14, no. 4 (Autumn 2014): 28-39. Also available in French. [link]
6 September 2016
Session 8: Fundamentals 3 
This seminar continues to develop the participants’ analytical skills and writing abilities.

Deliverables: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250- to 500-word analytical summary of one of the readings from session 3 of DS572.  Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion.
Required

· Lancaster, Carol. “Sixty Years of Foreign Aid: What Have We Learned? International Journal 64, no. 3 (Summer 2009): 799-810. [link] 
· Custer, Samantha, Zachary Rice, Takaaki Masaki, Rebecca Latourell, and Bradley Parks [AidData].  Listening to Leaders: Which Development Partners Do They Prefer and Why? Williamsburg, VA: AidData, 2015, 9-13; 83-85. [link]

· Chapnick, Adam. “The Politics of Reforming Canada’s Foreign Aid Policy.” Chapter 12 in Struggling for Effectiveness: CIDA and Canadian Foreign Aid, edited by Stephen Brown. 305-326. Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2012. [binder]

· Brown, Stephen.  “From Ottawa to Kandahar and Back: The Securitization of Canadian Foreign Aid.” Selection from Chapter 6 in The Securitization of Foreign Aid, edited by Stephen Brown and Jörn Grävingholt.  120-127.  Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016. [binder]

· Levitz, Stephanie.  “Defence, Development Ministers Hold Rare Joint Sit Down with Aid Agencies.”  Winnipegfreepress.com, 13 March 2016. [link]

· Carment, David, Rachael Calleja, and Yiagadeesen Samy. Comparing Canada’s Aid Effectiveness: Coherence and Focus at Risk. Ottawa: CDFAI, October 2013. [link]

12 September 2016
Session 9: Fundamentals 4
This seminar builds on session 8 by allowing participants to apply what they learned 

during the previous session.  

Deliverables: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250-500 word analytical summary of one of the readings from session 4 of DS572.    Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion.  
Required

· Nossal, Kim Richard, Stéphane Roussel and Stéphane Paquin. “The Provinces and Foreign Policy.” Chapter 11 in The Politics of Canadian Foreign Policy. 4th ed.  323-351. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2015. [binder]
OR the much earlier French version
· Nossal, Kim Richard, et al. “Souveraineté et Fédéralisme.” Chapter 10 in Politique internationale et défense au Canada et au Québec. Montréal: Les Presses de l’Université de Montréal, 2007, 479-508. [binder]

· VanDuzer, J. Anthony. “Could an Intergovernmental Agreement Increase the Credibility of Canadian Treaty Commitments in Areas with Provincial Jurisdiction?” International Journal 68, no. 4 (December 2013): 536-544. [link]

· Simmons, Julie M.  “Federalism, Intergovernmental Relations, and the Environment.  Chapter 8 in Canadian Environmental Policy and Politics, 4th ed.  Edited by Debora L. VanNijnatten.  130-145. Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2016. [binder]

14 September 2016
Session 10: Fundamentals 5
This seminar builds on session 9 by allowing participants to apply what they learned 

during the previous session.  

Deliverables: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250-500 word analytical summary of one of the readings from session 5 of DS572.  Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion.  

Required

· Reitz, Jeffrey G. “Multiculturalism Policies and Popular Multiculturalism in the Development of Canadian Immigration.” Chapter 5 in The Multiculturalism Question: Debating Identity in 21st-Century Canada, edited by Jack Jedwab, 108-126. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2014. [binder]
· Monahan, John, et al. The Perception & Reality of ‘Imported Conflict’ in Canada. Toronto: Mosaic Institute, 2014, 9-15.  Also available in French, 9-15. [link]

· Hiebert, Daniel.  “Ethnocultural Minority Enclaves in Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver.” IRPP Study 52 (August 2015): 1; 38-43. [link]
· Bitran, Maurice, and Serene Tan. Diaspora Nation: An Inquiry into the Economic Potential of Diaspora Networks in Canada. Toronto: Mowat Centre, September 2013, 8-25, 40-41. [link]

· McLeod Group. “Diasporas and Development — A Cautionary Note.” February 2015. [link]

· Griffith, Andrew.  “Policy Reflections and Implications.” Chapter 12 in Multiculturalism in Canada: Evidence and Anecdote.  255-291.  Anar Press, 2015. [binder]

26 September 2016
Session 11: Fundamentals 6
This session serves as the final opportunity for the students to gain practice drafting analytical summaries.

Deliverables: Participants are to arrive in class having completed a 250-500 word analytical summary of one of the readings from session 8 [note: not session 6 or 7] of DS572.    Participants should be prepared to speak to their summary during the discussion.
Required
· Hale, Geoffrey. “Canada-US Relations: Proximity and Distance in Perspective.” Chapter 10 in Readings in Canadian Foreign Policy: Classic Debates and New Ideas. 3rd ed., edited by Duane Bratt and Christopher J. Kukucha, 155-170. Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2015. [binder]
· Dawson, Laura and Sean Speer.  “Commentary: Managing the Canada-US Relationship from the Honeymoon to the Long-term.”  Macdonald Laurier Institute Series: From a Mandate for Change to a Plan to Govern 12 (March 2016): 5-14. [link]

· Hale, Geoffrey. So Near Yet So Far: The Public and Hidden Worlds of Canada-US Relations. Vancouver and Toronto: UBC Press, 2012, 173-174. [binder]

· Robertson, Colin.  A Canadian Agenda for the USA: Obama and Beyond.  Calgary: Canadian Global Affairs Institute, March 2016, 13-15. [link]

· Harvey, Frank P. “The Homeland Security Dilemma: Assessing the Implications for Canada-US Border Security Negotiations.” Chapter 2 in Game Changer: The Impact of 9/11 on North American Security, edited by Jonathan Paquin and Patrick James, 31-48. Vancouver and Toronto: UBC Press, 2014. [binder]

· Centre for International Governance Innovation.  The Road to a Reinvigorated North American Partnership.  Waterloo: CIGI, 2016. [link]

4 October 2016
Session 12: Introduction to the Ottawa ELV
This seminar is meant to help the participants prepare for the upcoming field study 

exercise in Ottawa.    [Note: To be held in Simonds Auditorium.]
No readings or deliverables.
31 October 2016
Session 13: Course Review
This session will be spent reviewing the participants’ experience in the fall session of the NSP.
No readings or deliverables.
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